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DIARY   OP                                BOLOGNA

Next, we went to see an imperfect church, called St.
Petronius, showing the intent of the founder, had he
gone on. Prom this, our guide led us to the schools, which
indeed are very magnificent. Thence to St. Dominic's,
where that saint's body lies richly enshrined. The stalls,
or seats, of this goodly church have the history of the Bible
inlaid with several woods, very curiously done, the work
of one Fr. Damiano di Bergamo, and a friar of that
order. Among other relics, they show the two books of
Esdras, written with his own hand. Here lie buried Jac.
Andreas, and divers other learned persons. To the
church joins the convent, in the quadrangle whereof are
old cypresses, said to have been planted by their saint,

Then we went to the palace of the Legate; a fair
brick building, as are most of the houses and buildings,
fu}l of excellent carving and moldings, so as nothing in
stone seems to be better finished or more ornamental; wit-
ness those excellent columns to be seen in many of their
churches, convents, and public buildings; for the whole
town is so cloistered, that one may pass from house to
house through the streets without being exposed either
to rain or sun.

Before the stately hall of this palace stands the statue
of Paul IV. and divers others; also the monument of
the coronation of Charles V. The piazza before it is
the most stately in Italy, St. Mark's at Venice only ex-
cepted. In the center of it is a fountain of Neptune, a
noble figure in copper. Here I saw a Persian walking
about in a rich vest of cloth of tissue, and several other
ornaments, according to the fashion of his country, which
much pleased me; he was a young handsome person, of
the most stately mien.

I would fain have seen the library of St. Savior, fa-
mous for the number of rare manuscripts'; but could not,
so we went to St. Francis, a glorious pile, and exceed-
ingly adorned within.

After dinner I inquired out a priest and Dr. Montal-
bano, to whom I brought recommendations from Rome:
this learned person invented, or found out, the composi-
tion of the lapis illuminabilis^ or phosphorus. He showed
me their property (for he had several), being- to retain
the light of the sun for some competent time, by a kind
of imbibition, by a particular way of calcination. Some was formerly taken down,
